RAS inhibitors in hematologic cancers: biologic considerations and clinical applications.
As the molecular mechanisms responsible for the development and propagation of cancer are becoming elucidated, the nascent field of gene-directed therapy is emerging. Recently, several investigators have described inhibitors of the Ras protein. This molecule has been targeted because RAS is one of the most commonly mutated oncogenes in human neoplasia. In this review, we will discuss the role of Ras in the pathogenesis of hematologic neoplasms, and the biology behind the development of novel compounds which specifically suppress Ras function.